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Current Conditions around  
Nebraska and the region… 











Jan. 2000 - May 2011 U.S. Drought 
Monitor Time Series for Nebraska 



Over 10 
years of 
data and 
500+ 
maps in 
the 
archive ! 
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Nebraska Water Supply Update… 
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93.6 % Full 



SOURCE: CNPPID www.cnppid.com 

 3245.4 Feet 

3261.3 Feet 



Lake McConaughy 
“Flows measured at the river gauge near North Platte are currently about 2,200 cubic 
feet per second (cfs) and are expected to increase to more than 4,000 cfs. Even at 
these higher flows, Lake McConaughy continues to store water and lessen the amount 
of flooding that would otherwise occur, with the new outflows still well below the more 
than 7,000 cfs that is currently flowing into the reservoir.” 
 
“The Bureau's latest projection for total April through July runoff in the North Platte 
Basin above Glendo Reservoir is 2.05 million acre-feet, more than 500,000 acre-feet 
more than was forecast in early April. A series of storms last month added to the 
already significant snowpack accumulation in the North Platte Basin.  More than 
400,000 acre-feet of water was evacuated from Bureau's reservoirs in March and April 
and releases continue to make room for the higher anticipated inflows. During this time, 
Central sought and obtained permission from the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission to store above normal maximum levels in Lake McConaughy.” 
 
“In addition, snowpack accumulation in the South Platte Basin is also well above normal 
and it is anticipated that high flows along the South Platte River could eventually cause 
significantly higher flows in the Platte River east of the confluence with the North Platte 
River.” 
               
SOURCE: CNPPID News Release, May 12, 2011 

 



Map of 14-day average streamflow compared 
To historical streamflow for the day of year 



Map of 14-day average streamflow compared 
To historical streamflow for the day of year 
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Republican River Basin 

Hugh Butler:  18.9% of conservation pool 
 Enders: 42.4% of conservation pool 
Harry Strunk: 100% of conservation pool 
Swanson: 69.6% of conservation pool 

Source: BOR http://www.usbr.gov/gp/lakes_reservoirs/ 



Republican River Basin 

Harlan County Current Conditions 
Conservation Pool is 100% Full 
324,317 Acre-Feet of water in storage 

compared to 339,235 AF last year at this 
time 

 
 

 Source: BOR http://www.usbr.gov/gp/lakes_reservoirs/ 



Summary 
Relatively okay heading into Spring 2011but 
on the fringe of major drought in s. Plains 

12% of NE in Abnormally Dry  (D0) 
Well-above average snows in the 
Rockies…should result in good inflows 
Much better lake levels in general (Big Mac 
UP 16 ft. (93% full) from this time last year 
and Harlan County is at 100%) 
Dryness in southeast and Panhandle of NE 
on the USDM, possible expansion northward 
of drought (D1-D4) in the Plains as 
temperatures increase this summer 

 



Questions? 
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